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St. John xv. 5. 


He that abideth in Me, and I in Him, 
the ſame bringeth forth much Fruit. 


UR Lord is here, under the 
HO Figure of a Vine, deſcribing 
(Of = the Union between himſelf 

and his Diſciples. This he is 
pleaſed to expreſs, by their 
mutually abiding " each o- 
ther. Now They abide in Him, by a lively 
and ſtedſaſt Faith; which faſtens en into 
Chriſt, as Branches to the Root: And He 
abides in Them, by the Aſſiſtances of that 
Grace; which, like Sap, communicated from 
the Root to its Branc es, enables them to 
bring forth the Fruit of ſuch Works, as are 
agreeable to that Faith, and proportionable to 
thoſe Aſſiſtances. 

Mean while, in conſequence of this Allego- 


'Y, Fruitfulneſs is here ſpoken of, as an Effect, 
A 2 which 
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which never fails to follow, upon the Com- 
munication of proper Supplies. And thus.in- 
decd it happens with the Common Vine. 
There Nature is uniform; ſhe does her Office, 
and exerts her Powers, in Productions ſuita- 
ble to them. But, alas! with the Myſtical 
Vine the Caſe is far otherwiſe. The Bran- 
ches here ſometimes break themſelves off 
from the Root; frequently obſtruct its kindly 
Influences ; nay even labour to juſtify their 
own Barrenneſs, and argue themſelves into 
Rejection and Ruin. That every Branch, how 
ſmall, how remote ſoever, ſhould be required, 
not only to bear, but to bring forth much Fruit; 
is a Condition, ſeemingly ſo impracticable, that 
wicked Men from hence find Excuſes, to cover 
their own Treachery and Sloth. And Many, 
even of them, who hope to paſs for good 
Men, can very well ſatisfy themſelves, with 
not corrupting or diſhonouring the Tree. E- 
minence in Piety, and Charity, and every 
Chriſtian Virtue, they are content (ſuch is 
their Modeſty) to leave to the higher, the 
larger, and more conſpicuous Branches, their 
Governors, their Clergy, Perſons of Poſt and 
Diſtinction, whoſe Buſineſs and Duty indeed 
it is to excel. But for the Men of the World, 
in active Stations, and of common Capacity, 

provided 


required by the Goſpel. 


provided Their Character be not downright 
{candalous, and their Converſation notoriouſ- 
ly evil ; the matter is not great, they tell you, 
whether the good Theſe do, be, either in Kind, 
or Quantity, diſtinguiſhing and valuable. 

duch are the real, or the affected Apologies, 
made uſe of, to keep in countenance that Ne- 
gligence, and Coldneſs, which is ſo very com- 


mon, and yet ſo very unbecoming, ſo very 


abſurd, in the moſt important Concern of e- 
very Chriſtian, Let me therefore endeavour 
at preſent, ſo far to beat Men out of this Shel- 
ter; as to ſhew, that Religion is neither ſo in- 
different, nor ſo impracticable a thing, as ſuch 
Men would repreſent it : That the Text re- 
quires no impoſhble, and conſequently no un- 
reaſonable, Manifeſtation, that we abide in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt in us. Or, which comes all 
to one, that every ſincere Chriſtian is capable, 
not only of bearing ſome, but even of bringing 
forth much Fruit. And of thisI make no doubr 
to ſatisfy all thoſe, who will ſuffer their Atten- 
tion to go along with me, in the Three Ob- 
ſervations that follow. | 


I. In the Hirſt Place then, I beg it may be 


conſidered, that this matter ſtands fo repre- 
ſented in Scripture, as all along to lay the 
Blame of Unfruitfulneſs at every Man's own 

1 Door. 
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Door. The Abilities and Opportunities of 
doing Good, are entirely in the Diſpoſal of 
Almighty God. From Him are alſo thoſe Pre- 
ventions and Aſſiſtances, which incline us to, 
and ſuccour us in, the doing all that Good, 
for which we are enabled. But {till the laſt 
Determination of the Mind, on which the 
Improvement, or the Abuſe, of all thoſe Ad- 
vantages turns, is left in our Own Hands. And 
hence it is, that not one ſingle Perſon ſtands 
upon Record in the Book of God, as cither pu- 
nithed, or threatned, for any Original Want 
of Power to act well and wiſely : but all have 
ſuffered for the Folly and Ingratituge, of negle- 
cting, or miſapplying, or, through their own 
fault, loſing, the Advantages, which have been 
ut into their Hands for better Purpoſes. 

Of this (to omit many other Teſtimonies) 
the Parables of God's Vineyard in //azah, and 
thoſe of the Sower, the wicked Husbandmen, 
the barren Fig-tree, and the Talents, in the 
Goſpel, are x ha: and lively Images. The De- 
ſign, common to them all, is one and the 
ſame. Even to inſtruct us, that, as oft as any 
Diſpenſation of the divine Grace proves unſuc- 
ceſsful ; This is an Event, by no means to be 
charged, on the too ſparing Diſtribations of 
the Giver, but alrogether owing to the Dege- 

neracy 


required by the Goſpel. 
ncracy of the Receiver: And, that the Means, 
afforded for our Salvation, are, in themſelves, 


both proper and ſufficient ; whatever Failure 


there may be, in the Uſe, or the Application 
of them. 

Requiring a full Tale of Bricks, without 
furniſhing proper Materials, is, you know, 
'mentioned, as one Inſtance of the molt rigo- 
rous Bondage, that ever was impoſed. And, 
{ſhall we dare to imagine, that God, who is 
all Equity and Goodneſs; That God, who 
made fo terrible an Example of that Tyrant, 
can himſelf be capable of the like Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion ? *Tis true, We once find him ſtiled 
an Auſtere and an hard Maſter, One, that ex- 
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Pe 2. where he had not /o own, and to mart. 
gather where he had not flrowed : But far be 


it from us to ſuppoſe, that this was meant 
for a true State of the Caſe. No. It is the 
impudent Allegation of a ſlothful and wicked 
Servant; who, to palliate his own Negligence, 
complains of arbitrary Demands, and invin- 
cible Difficulties in his Duty. Tis the very 
Picture of all thoſe diſingenuous Wretches, who 
preſume to place their Unproftableneſs to 
God's Account, rather than take to themſelves 
the Shame and Condemnation of it. For, that 
Both theſe are due to every ſlothful Servant, 

18 
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is plain, from theSucceſs of the Reſt, in that 
Parable. They improved their Talents, to 
their Lord's Satisfaction, and their own mighty 
Advantage. Now All of them laboured under 
cqual Difficulties; and, had the Diligence and 
Management been equal, the Commendation 
and Reward of All, had, no doubt, been equal 
alſo. 

Thus, again, it is in the Figure now before 
us. The Spiritual, as well as the Natural Vine, 
imparts prolifick Moiſture, to every one of its 
Branches. Without thoſe neceſſary Commu- 
nications from the Root, Fruit is not expected 
in cither Caſe. But if every Believer have Chriſt 
abiding in Him, by the genial Influences of his 
Holy Spitit; it is but fit, that Every one, thus 
quickned, ſhould manifeſt his mutual abiding in 
Chriſt, by Actions ſuitable to his Principles, 
and his Advantages. 

But be it ſo (you will ſay) that all are bound 
to bring forth Fruit, becauſe all have received 
that vital Principle, which enables them ſo to 
do; Yet, whether all can be bound to bring 
forth much Fruit, may ſtill appear no unreaſo- 
nable Doubt. And therefore, to juſtify the 
Character of my Text, and make good the 
Poſſibility of anſwering its Demand, I deſire 
you to take notice in the — 4 
F II. Fe- 


required by the Goſpel. 


II. SecondPlace, That, by much Fruit here, 
is not, cannot be, meant any determinate 
Quantity of Goodneſs, which ſhould ſerve as 
a fixed and common Standard, for all Perſons 
whatſoever to come up with ; but much Fruit is 
much in Proportion, and with due Regard to 
the Capacity and Circumſtances of that Perſon, 
from . it is required. God, who made all 
| Men, remembers whereof they are made. He 
kindly conſiders, not only with what an Alloy 
of Paſſions and Infirmities human Nature in 
general is debaſed ; but he ſees exactly, how 
large a Mixture of theſe goes into the Compo- 
ſition of cach particular Man. The Shortneſs 
of the Underſtanding, the Bent of the Temper, 
Complexion, and Conſtitution, the Difference 
of Education, the Power of Prejudices, not 
wilfully taken up or indulged: Theſe, and 
many other incidental Differences, will, un- 
queſtionably, be allowed for in Account ; and 
viſibly ſeparate between them, who fall through 
Frailty ; and thoſe, who preſumptuouſlly ruſh 
upon Sin and Death. The Servant, who tranſ- 


greſs'd his Maſter's Will, becauſe he knew it Lute xi. 
not, our Lord hath told us, ſhall be gently dealt 48. 


with, and receive but few Stripes; Where- 
as He, who knew his Lord's Will, and 2 
red not himſelf; that is, would not conform to 

3 
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it, but acted againſt the Light and the Re- 


Marth. 
xxv. 14. 
to 31. 


roaches of his own Mind; This Man ſhall 
find no Mercy, but be beaten with many Stripes. 

Now, if theſe be the Meaſures of inflicting 
Puniſhments ; is not the reaſon of the Rule 
the ſame, in the Diſtribution of Rewards al- 
ſo 2 Shall not that Judge, who knows what is 
in Man; He, who ſearches, and fo often calls 
for, the Heart ; regard the Sincerity of our In- 
tentions, the Zeal of our good Deſires, the 
Aſſiduity of our Endeavours ; and interpret, 
and graciouſly accept, what we wiſhed and la- 
boured honeſtly to do, as if it had been actu- 
ally done? Surely, we are juſtified abundantly 
in arguing thus, from thoſe very Paſſages, out 
of the New Teſtament, referr'd to' under my 
former Particular. As for the purpoſe, 

Of the Servants in the Parable, it is firſt 
obſerved, that they had Talents diſtributed 
among them, to every Man according to his 
ſeveral Ability; and then, that they were 
commended and preferred, for Improvements, 
anſwerable to their reſpective Receits. He, 
who was credited with 7wo Talents only, had 
not an Increaſe of Vue demanded from him; 
but obtained the ſame Character of Fidelity, 
for doubling thoſe Two; with Him, who, ha- 
ving Fe to traffick with, brought in to his 


Lord 
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Lord a Return of Ten. And reaſon good. 


For Faithfulneſs and Diligence are ſtill the 
ſame, be the Sum, they are employed about, 
little or much. The only thing theſe ſpiritual 
Traders ſtand concerned for, is, to ſee, that 
the Treaſure, charged to their Account, be not 
miſpent, or ſuffered to lye dead upon their 
Hands; but always ſo managed, that the Pro- 
duce may keepProportion with the prime Stock. 

Thus again, in that other Parable of the 
Sower, the Crop, even upon the good Ground, 


IT 


was very unequal. Some came up to an hundred, ams 
and Some bore ſixty fold: yet that, which“ —_ 


brought but zhzrty, is allowed to be good 
Ground. Now, when there was ſo great a 
Diſparity in the Product, how comes the Cha- 
racter of the Soil to continue the ſame 2 No 
doubt, from hence. That, although the Seed 
was alike in all ; yet this divine Sower, like eve- 
ry common Husbandman, does neither ſcatter 
all over the Field, with a perfectly even Hand ; 
nor does he find every Furrow there, equally 
rich, and fat, and qualified for a like plentiful 
Increaſe. And yet there may be That, in every 
part, which ſhall denominate the Whole good 
Ground ; though neither the Degrees, nor the 
Effects, of that Goodneſs be throughout the 
ſame. 

B 2 And 
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And yet, how ſurpriſingly Great even Theſe 
may be, with due Management and Care, is 
hardly to be conceived. For the ſpiritual Soil 
hath this very obſervable, and indeed peculiar, 
Advantage, that Bearing never puts it out of 
heart; but, quite contrary, ſtrengthens and 
enriches it. One holy Deſire naturally kindles 
more, and each Endeavour invigorates another. 
Theſe ripen into Acts, Acts into Habits; then 
Eaſe and Pleaſure grow upon our Practice, in- 
ſpire anoble Emulation ofequallin gOthers, and 
makeus aſhamed, not to be every Day excelling 
our Selves. Thus every Harveſt of good Works 
is the Seedtime of a Crop, diſpoſed to multiply 
ſo exceedingly, That they, who began with 
Thirty, will, in Proceſs of Time, put fair for 
S:xty, and may, perhaps, at laſt, come up to 
an Hundred fold. 

The true Intent of which Allegories is, 
that an honeſt and good Mind is all in all. 
Integrity, and Diligence in our Duty, juſtify 
this Reſemblance : Becauſe Theſe are the pro- 
per Proofs of our Virtue, and make up that 
Diſpoſition, which we are ſtrictly anfwerable 
for. When this main Point is ſecured; the 
particular Inſtances, and Proportions of our 
Fruitfulneſs, ſhall not be ſo nicely inſiſted 
upon ; as, from Perſons acting in a higher and 

more 
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more ſpacious, to draw invidious Compariſons, 
to the Prejudice of them, who are confined to 
a narrower and lower, Sphere. In this unal- 
terable Equity, that Rule of our Lordis founded, 
Unto whomſoever much is groen, of him ſhall be 
much required, but where Men ſow ſparingly, 
they can expect to reap but ſparingly. 

So again, the poor Widow was, for her two 
Mites, pronounced a more bountiful Contribu- 
tor to the Treaſury, than all thoſe, who were Martxii. 
rich, and caſt in much. Becauſe they ſpared 
thoſe larger Sums out of their Abundance ; but 
ſhe, of her Want, parted with all ſhe had. The 
Parity of Reaſon is the ſame, with regard to 
good Works in Any kind whatſoever, For 
what St. Paul ſays of Alms, hath equal force, 
for every ſort of theſe: That, If there be firff : cen vi. 
a willing Mind; it is accepted, according to © 
that a Man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. | 

II. My Third Conſideration, for ſupporting 
the Poſſibility of Singing forth much Fruit, is, 
that, not only the Quantity, but alſo the Qua- 
lity, of our Fruit, is not expected to be in eve 
one the ſame. The Analogy of the Vine holds 
indeed ſo far, that all its Grapes are generous 
and good. But it is not with the myſtical Tree, 
as with the Natural; all whoſe Branches bear 

Grapes, 


wy 1 
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Grapes, exactly of one ſort and taſte. Plainly, 
and without a Metaphor, thus. The Will of 
God, in his Providence, explains, and applies, 
the Will, written in his Word. The Laws 
left in Scripture are general, and provide for 
all Orders and Conditions of Men. But the 
different Relations, and Capacities, wherein 
each Perſon ſtands, bring thoſe general Rules 
home; and direct ſuch a Choice and Practice, 
as is ſeaſonable and neceſſary for that Man's 
private Circumſtances. This is the Purport of 
St. Paul's elegant Similitude, drawn from the 
human Body ; Whoſe Members become both 
uſeful and beautiful, by keeping cloſe to their 
peculiar Functions: This is what our excellent 
Catechiſm expreſſes, by doing our Duty, in that 
State of Life, unto which it ſhall pleaſe God to 
callus. And this I take it, is what the Heathen 
Philoſophers heretofore intended, by adviſing 
us to follow Fate, whither ſoever it ſhall 
lead us. The carving out of our reſpective 
Fortunes is reſerved to a Wiſer and better 
Hand ; it is our Buſineſs, and will be our 
Praiſe, contentedly to take the Part ſet for 
us; well to conſider our peculiar Engage- 
ments, and ſo to fill and adorn the Chara- 
cer, we are appointed to ſuſtain. 

Now this, you mult needs allow me, is no 
more 
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more, than every Man may do. It is not, nor 
were it fit it ſhould be, in our Power, to deter- 
mine, whether our Station ſhould be high or 
low. But, ſuppoſing us to be placed in an in- 
ferior Degree; it manifeſtly falls within our 
own Determination, whether we will behave 
our ſelves with Meekneſs, and Modeſty, and 
Reſpect ; Or whether we will ſhew our ſelves 
aſſuming and buſy, factious and turbulent, ma- 
lepert and provoking : Whether Poverty ſhall 
carry us to Diſhoneſty and Diſcontent ; Or 
whether we will want, without murmuring at 
God, and thankfully ſubſiſt on the Liberality 
of our Benefactors. 

So on the other hand; If Wealth and Ho- 
nour be our Portion ; *tis certainly in our own 
Power, whether we will treat thoſe below us 
with Cruelty and Diſdain; Or whether we will 
look down upon their Weakneſſes and their 
Wants, with the compaſſionate Tenderneſs of 
a Good, and the engaging Condeſcenſions of 
a truly Great, Mind: Whether Luxury, and 
Wickedneſs, and Irreligion, ſhall be counte- 
nanced and cheriſhed by our Abuſe of Riches 
Or whether Piety and Virtue ſhall be vigorouſ- 
ly enforced by our Authority, cheerfully ſup- 
ported by our Bounty, and effectually recom- 
mended by our Example. 


15 
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So juſt, upon the whole Matter, is Almigh- 
God, in requring ſuch Fruit only, as him- 
ſelf enables Men to bear. So full of Encou- 
ragement that Obedience, which is eſtimated 
by Abilities; and, by a kind Conſtruction, rec- 
koned to do All, when it hath done its Beſt. 
So inexcuſable, Laſtly, is Every one, who ſuf- 
fers himſelf to continue deſtitute of that Spi- 
ritual Union with his Saviour; the Marks and 
Conditions whereof are ſo ready at hand, that 
no poſſible Circumſtance of human Life can 
incapacitate him for, or ever deprive him of, 

them. EN 
And now, after having proved the Poſſibi- 
lity of we. ſo much as is required; ſhall I 
need to inſiſt upon the Neceſſity of doing as 
much as we can? Surely the Obligations of 
Duty and of Gratitude, the Authority and the 
Goodneſs of our Maſter, the Evidence we 
ought to make of our Sincerity, the Rewards 
of our Service, and the diſmal Conſequences 
of Unfaithfulneſs and Neglect, are Conſidera- 
tions too important, and ſuch, as, one would 
hope, are, here at leaſt, too well underſtood, 
ro fail of engaging our very utmoſt Endea- 
yours, What I have been delivering upon 
this Occaſion, may indeed ſuffice, to render us 
contented with any, the meaneſt, the moſt 
afflicted 


required by the Goſpel. 
afflicted, Condition of Life: Becauſe a Chri- 
ſtian's End and Aim are future; and even the 


deepeſt and molt rugged Roads are capable of 
leading us, as ſafely, as directly, to that bliſs- 


ful Place, where every good Man hopes at - 


laſt to arrive. But, if a more indulgent Pro- 
vidence appoint us ſmooth and pleaſant Paths 
to travail in, are we not {till More bound to 
make the beſt of our Journey? And, ſhall the 
very Goodneſs of the Way be turn'd to an 
Occaſion, of either wandering out of it, or loi- 
tering in it? The Ground, which brought forth 
thirty Fold, I ſaid indeed, was allowed to be 
_ But, if that, which brought hirty on- 

, werequalifed to have brought /zxty, or an 
hundred Fold, can any Man of common Senſe 
imagine, that the ſame favourable Character 
would, upon theſe Terms, have been given 
of it? Aſſuredly, the ſame Equity, which ac- 
cepts, and places to our Account of Profit, the 
Good we wiſh to do, but could not; will move 
our Righteous judge, ſtrictly to reckon with 
us, and to charge under the Article of Loſs, 
all the Good we might have done, but did 
not. It is therefore the Part of Every one, 
who deſires to make up this Account with Com- 
fort, to enter upon a nice Compuration of his 
ſeveral Advantages; and to manage each of 


theſe 
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theſe, ſo induſtriouſly and conſcientiouſly, that 
the Balance may ſtand right, between his Pow- 

ers and his Performances. F 
Suffer me to conclude uns ans Diſcourſe, 
ly, -urging this 
Conſideration, upon all my Hearers, whom God 
hath diſtinguiſhed from their Brethren, by a 
Station more elevated than the reſt, In vain 
alas! nay to your mighty Detriment, is this 
Diſtinction made by Providence; except it be 
your Care, as eminently to diſtinguiſh your 
ſelves, Your Riches, your Honours, your 
Power, your Knowledge, your Leiſure, your 
every Preeminence, are ſo many Abilities of 
bringing in a larger Increaſe. An Increaſe 
of Reward to your ſelves, and of Glory to Him, 
who diſtributes to every Man, in meafure, ſe- 
verally as he will ; but who gives to all Men, 
with the ſame View, and univerſal Obligation, 
of profiting, according to the Gifts thus dealt 
among them. Thus what, in meaner People, 
would not only be excuſed, but might even 
be commended ; for you to content your 
ſelves with, would involve You in Guilt and Re- 
proach. If They attain to a perſonal and ſolita- 
ry Virtue, tis well. But it is expected, that Yon 
ſhould not only exerciſe, but excel in, Virtue ; 
that You ſhould ſhine as Lights to all beneath, 
lead 


. 
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lead others into it, and make them in love 
with it. You have the Privilege, of diſplay- 
ing the Charms of Godlineſs in the very beſt 
Light; of rendring them more attractive, 
by becoming ſo many living Inſtances of its 
Excellence and Beauty; of adding Weight to 
every good Perſuaſion from the Pulpit ; and, 
molt of any, under God, of crowning all our 
holy Labours with Efficacy and Succeſs. Much 
of this may be done by your Authority; much 
more, when Authority ſhall be ſeconded by 
Example. Much indeed will, of Neceſſity, 
be done by you ; cither to the Glory of God, 
and the Advancement of his Religion, or to 
the Diſhonour of the One, and unſpeakable 
Prejudice of the Other. In ſhort, Extent 
of Influence will evermore hold proportion, 
with the height of the Poſition. Your Piety, 
your Charity, your Devotion, your every 
Chriſtian Grace, will ſhed their Beams around, 
cheriſh the Seeds of Goodneſs where they 
fall, and warm the Hearts of the Many, who 


29 


follow, and are proud to imitate you. But 


then, as the Profit of your Good cannot, ſo 
neither can the Miſchief of your Evil, be con- 
fined to your Selves alone. The Vices of 
great Perſons are like baleful Exhalations, which 
taint all the neighbouring Air, They 2 
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No impratlicable Conditions, &c. 


their Venom far and wide; give great Bold- 


neſs,” and even Credit, to Wickedneſs ; de- 


bauch the Principles of private People, and 


always 22 Calamities to the Publick. 
To ſum up all I have been preſſing in one 
Word; Let it, I beſeech you, never be for- 
otten, that no Man can eſcape eternal Mi- 
th and Deſtruction, who does not ab:de in 
Chriſt: That no Man does abide in Him, 
who brings not forth much Fruit: That the 
Fruit of every one is required to abound, in 
correſpondence to his Ability of bringing 
forth : And Laſtly, That as now there are - 
Differences of Degrees and Capacities among 
Men, fo ſhall it be hereafter. , Oe Star 
ſhall then exceed another Star in Glory ; and 
the mightier Sinners ſhall be more mighti- 
ly tormented, 
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